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Beyond the Bright Sea, Lauren 
Wolk (2017) Historical fiction 
middle grades novel about a 12 
year old girl’s search for her roots.


Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut, 
Derrick Barnes and Gordon C. 
James (2017) Picture book about a 
boy’s trip to the barbershop.


The Defense, Steve Cavanagh 
(2016) Legal thriller about a con 
artist and hustler turned 
upstanding (sort of) lawyer.  


Killers of the Flower Moon: The 
Osage Murders and the Birth of the 
FBI, David Grann (2017) Narrative 
nonfiction about 1920s murders.


The Girl Who Drank the Moon, 
Kelly Barnhill (2016)  Fantasy 
middle grades novel about a town 
and the witch in the woods.


The Energy Bus: 10 Rules to Fuel 
Your Life, Work, and Team with 
Positive Energy, Jon Gordon (2007)  
Inspirational self-care strategies.


The Jane Austen Project, Kathleen 
A. Flynn (2017)  Time travel book in 
which researchers go back to 
recover a lost Jane Austen novel.


The Glass Castle, Jeannette Walls 
(2005) Autobiography about 
dysfunctional parents raising their 
children in poverty.


Sing, Unburied, Sing, Jesmyn 
Ward (2017)  Southern gothic 
novel set in rural Mississippi 
about a broken family, race, 
poverty and ghosts.


The Power of One, Bryce 
Courtenay (1996) Coming of 
age story about a South 
African boy whose mentors 
change his life.


Ready Player One, Ernest 
Cline (2011) Science fiction 
set in 2044 with a contest 
rooted in 80s pop culture in 
a virtual reality world.


Salt to the Sea, Ruth Septys 
(2016) Young adult historical 
fiction novel about the the 
WWII sinking of the Wilhelm 
Gustaff.


Wishing Day, Lauren Myracle 
(2016) Urban fantasy children’s 
novel about sisters, wishes, and 
traditions.


The Shadow of the Wind, 
Carlos Ruiz Zafon (2005) 
Gothic mystery set in 
Barcelona in 1945 about 
protectors of books.


The Light We Lost, Jill 
Santopolo (2018)  Tragic 
romance about two star-
crossed lovers spanning 
decades and continents.


Little Fires Everywhere, 
Celeste Ng (2017)  Realistic 
fiction about a cookie cutter 
suburban community and 
the new neighbors.


The Midnight Fox, Betsy 
Byars (1981) Classic 
children’s story about a city 
boy who has to spend a 
summer in the country.


The Woman in the Window:, 
A.J. Finn (2018)  Psychological 
thriller about an agoraphobic 
who witnesses a crime.


Never trust anyone who has 
not brought a book with them. 

Lemony Snicket
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